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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPTER PRESIDENT
As 2019 comes to an end, there are some changes I want you 
to know about. We are working on a strategic plan for the 
next three to five years which will, we hope, inspire us to 
work together on issues we care about. 

Our Conservation Committee is inundated with work due 
to fuel management challenges, development pressures 
on private lands, and increased pressures on our parks to 
meet recreational and restorative needs of our growing 
communities. We want to save habitats with unusual plant 
communities that are associated with our 15 Botanical Prior-
ity Protection Areas (BPPAs), so they can be cherished and 
enjoyed in the decades to come before we lose these special 
places forever in our two counties. BPPAs can be viewed on 
our website at https://ebcnps.org/guidebook-to-botanical-
priority-protection-areas/

Our Native Here Nursery (NHN) is also undergoing a stra-
tegic plan so we can be more sustainable and continue to 
protect the biodiversity of our plant populations, which is 
more important than ever. Volunteers are improving phyto-
sanitation, growing many new healthy plants, and making 
infrastructure improvements. NHN has upcoming talks on 
ground covers, pollinators, and annuals.

The Bay Leaf is usually available online and announced via an 
email sent to members. We also have the EBCNPS News List 
Google Group which sends information about conservation 
news in Alameda and Contra Costa counties from EBCNPS 
and other organizations. The news group also announces 
program talks at the Orinda Public Library, botany field trips, 
critical conservation alerts, and plant talks/plants sales at Na-
tive Here Nursery. Chapter Vice President Sally de Becker, 
in a separate article in this issue, explains how to arrange to 
receive Bay Leaf announcements, if you are not already getting 
them, and how to sign up for the News group, if you are not 
already a member.

Also, please look at our website https://ebcnps.org/ which 
is undergoing changes to make it more accessible. The main 
page lists upcoming events such as membership talks and 
field trips.

Happy New Year!

Judy Schwartz,
East Bay CNPS Chapter President 

PS: I end with a picture of two anise swallowtail caterpillars 
hatched on yampah (Perideridia kelloggii) that I planted earlier 
this year. 

RESTORATION IN DECEMBER
Saturday, December 7 at 9:30 a.m.  Point Isabel restoration: 
Join the Kellys and Greens at Work on the San Francsico Bay 
Trail side of Pt. Isabel, just to the west of the Central Avenue 
exit from the 580 freeway in El Cerrito. For more information 
email tkelkyotousa.org.
Sunday, December 15, 9:30 am,  Huckleberry Regional 
Botanic Preserve: Meet us at the parking lot, where we 
will decide on the day’s work location and pick up loaner 
gloves and tools. To RSVP and for more information, go to 

Meetup.com/ebcnps/ and look in upcoming events on this 
date.  Same e-mail as for the Sibley Park date if you need 
more information.

Last Saturday of the mnth, restoration on Albany Hill 
with Tending the Ancient Shoreline Hill (TASH), Decem-
ber 28, 9:30-11:30 am. Help us plant Albany Hill natives 
and remove invasives. Email tashorehill@gmail.com for 
more info, www.tendancienthill.org.
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CANDIDATES FOR CHAPTER BOARD ELECTION
If you are a chapter member, please send in your ballot for the Chapter Board election, which is included in the printed ver-
sion mailed to all members. (The online version of the Bay Leaf does not include the ballot.) Here are the candidates for the 
various offices. Even though each office has only one candidate, please do vote as it indicates your support for the board. 
The ballot includes space to add comments.

Judy Schwartz, candidate for Chapter President, grew up in the East Bay and has 
been passionate about plants most of her life. As a member of the Conservation 
Committee for almost four years, she has monitored pallid manzanitas in the 
East Bay Hills and helps with a pallid manzanita restoration at Sobrante Ridge 
Regional Park. She currently serves as the Chapter President, is a member of 
the Native Here Nursery Committee, and also serves on the Strategic Planning 
Committee. She looks forward to 2020 when the strategic plan will begin to be 
implemented, and she hopes some of our members will become excited about 
volunteering for our chapter in the new opportunities that will be available. 

Sally de Becker, current Chapter Vice President and candidate for 2020, and 
recent Membership Committee Chair, has been a member of CNPS since 1982, 
and in the past served our chapter as President, Vice President, and Field Trips 
Committee Chair. She grew up at the foot of Mount Tamalpais always hiking 
there and throughout California with her family. With that background, who 
wouldn’t fall in love with California flora, even if while at UC Davis, she earned 
a zoology degree. 

David Margolies, candidate for Chapter Treasurer, was born in Washington DC 
and moved to California in 1970 to attend graduate school at UC Berkeley, where 
he was awarded a PhD in Mathematics in 1977. After working at a government 
lab for some years, in 1985 he joined Franz Inc., a local software company, 
where he has worked ever since. He became interested in plants as an adult and 
learned about them from Glenn Keator, taking courses at the California Academy 
of Sciences. He is an active volunteer at the Jepson/UC Herbaria and regularly 
takes Jepson courses. He joined CNPS in the 1990s, and soon started giving field 
trips for the chapter. He has been assistant editor of the Bay Leaf for some years 
and treasurer of the chapter since 2010. He lives in Oakland.

Robin Mitchell, candidate for Chapter Recording Secretary, grew up in New 
Mexico, where she developed a love for the outdoors and native plants. Moving 
to California for college (earning a BA in Environmental Studies and a Masters 
in Architecture), she quickly became interested in California ecosystems, taking 
classes at the Regional Parks Botanic Garden, reading, and experimenting in her 
own garden. She  believes in “plant it and they will come” — if you provide habitat 
by planting native species, insects, birds and other critters find it and thrive. She 
works at the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory in the Building Technology 
and Urban Systems Division in the Energy Technology Area, developing software 
for architects and engineers to determine the energy consumption of buildings. 
She looks forward to supporting the East Bay Chapter as Recording Secretary, 
helping to preserve native plant species in our local open spaces, as well as 
encouraging cities and home gardeners to include natives in their landscaping.

Clara Gerdes, candidate for Chapter Corresponding Secretary, has been a member 
of the California Native Plant Society for a number of years and the Correspond-
ing Secretary since 2014. Clara has been a dedicated volunteer for restoration 
projects in Redwood Regional, Huckleberry and Sibley regional parks, where 
she wields her weed wrench with enthusiasm. Clara gained her appreciation for 
the outdoors and the environment from her mother, taking long walks along the 
paths and woodlands of western Michigan.
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NOTES ON THE RECENT CAL-IPC MEETING

NATIVE HERE REPORT
In 2018 we received a $5000 grant from an anonymous donor 
via a state CNPS committee to improve our best manage-
ment practices to prevent Phytophthora ramorum (Sudden Oak 
Death). We submitted two projects: raising 200 of our plant 
benches above the splash zone for soil contamination and 
buying a soil sterilizer to kill pathogens in our soil. Last win-
ter we raised the benches with the partnership of Boy Scout 
Troop 234 from Moraga. Ever since the soil sterilizer arrived 
in February, we have worked to develop efficient practices 
for processing both new and used soil. Barbara Leitner, Steve 
Toby, and Per Brashers ( a new volunteer with electrical engi-
neering skills) have provided the leadership and hard work 
to make this a success. The final requirement of the grant 
was a training workshop on testing plants for phytophthora 
using the pear-baiting method. We did this in July with good 
results. A longer article with photos will appear in the next 
electronic edition of the Bay Leaf.

Another project we undertook this year was to examine our 
inventory. The volunteers had identified what they felt were 
slow-moving plants, and we thought there were some spe-
cies where we could sell more than we grew. Barbara and 
Beth did the analysis and made some recommendations (we 
adjusted things accordingly). We offered our surplus plants 
to a number of restoration groups, NHN volunteers, and 
EBCNPS board members and got orders for 25% of the total. 
We are now in the process of testing them for phytophthora. 
Our winter sales will tell us whether we guessed right about 
increasing the quantities of other species, most of which are 
garden favorites.

Lastly, we have entered upon a strategic and business plan-
ning process similar to the strategic planning effort the chapter 
is undertaking. This includes a more formal program for 
transferring John Danielsen’s knowledge to places where it is 
accessible to others, setting up a marketing committee which 
is just getting off the ground, and beginning to brainstorm 
less effort-intensive ways to run the nursery. 

Lesley Hunt, Nursery Committee Chair

Barbara explains to Maya how to record results for soil 
treated in our new sterilizer (photo by Beth Wurzberg).

Owen Smith is an EBCNPS member who is taking classes at the 
Merritt College Landscape Horticulture Program. He has also been 
taking botany classes at the Regional Parks Botanic Garden and vol-
unteering there on Thursdays. The Chapter receives a free ticket to 
the conference because of our support for Cal IPC. Owen was given 
the ticket this year, attended the conference, and sent us this report:

Where could you go and unexpectedly find yourself ex-
changing ideas at a table with a rancher, a nursery owner, a 
plant scientist from the California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, a goatherder, a land manager from the US Forest 
Service, a college professor, a grad student, a programmer 
from Calflora, a recent high ,school graduate working for the 
California Conservation Core, and the director of the Rare 
Plant Program at CNPS? 

These are just a few of the diverse attendees who came to the 
Cal-IPC annual symposium held this year at the Riverside 
Convention Center, October 15-18. While clearly there was 
an emphasis upon the conservation of California’s native 
flora, everyone in the room was focused upon getting a bet-
ter understanding of the massive scope of the invasive plant 
problem, and what to do about it. 

The four-day program began with a training day especially 
designed for leaders tasked with the planning and imple-

mentation of invasive plant management programs, and 
included topics such as weed management areas, mapping 
tools, pesticide use, and noxious weed laws and regulations. 
Days 2 and 3 were devoted to presentations on a vast array 
of subjects covering the impacts of invasive plants upon na-
tives and ecosystems, reports on the effectiveness of various 
management techniques in the effort to control or eradicate 
specific invasive species, including the use of fire, grazing 
animals, herbicides, biologic controls, tillage, and mechanical 
removal. Day 4 consisted of field trips and workshops, such as 
the Phytophthora pear-baiting workshop given by researchers 
from Ranch Santa Ana Botanic Garden.

Invasive plants have a huge impact on the agricultural land 
in California. Science-based efforts to control them are funded 
to varying degrees at every level of government. The eco-
nomic impacts extend into the private sector and create the 
opportunity to unite a diverse group of stakeholders with 
financial and political firepower, be they beef producers or 
CNPS volunteers. That unifying spirit alone makes Cal-IPC 
a valuable organization in these difficult political times. Cal-
IPC membership starts as low as $25 per year for students. 
Stew Winchester’s spring 2020 weeds class (LH12) at Merritt 
College is a perfect way to start learning about invasive plant 
management.

NO MEMBERS MEETING IN DECEMBER
There is no members’ meeting in December. The next meet-
ing will be January 22 in the Orinda Garden Room, near the 

Orinda Library (i.e. in the usual place). The speaker and topic 
will be announced in the January Bay Leaf and elsewhere.
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OUTREACH REPORT: DID MORE IN 2019!
This year we did many more events than we did 6 years ago 
and they were much more varied. When I began this job, we 
were invited mainly to tabling events by other environmental 
organizations. Now I do talks at garden clubs, libraries, water 
districts, and schools in addition. We also do outreach at vari-
ous gardens on the Bringing Back the Natives tour. In line 
with our initiative to raise our profile east of the hills, we try 
to do every event east of the Bay Hills that we’re invited to. 
It has already resulted in increased awareness and increased 
membership (helped along by a reduced rate that the CNPS 
state office offered on our behalf). If you have any suggestions 

or connections to other venues or wish to help with some of 
these events, please let us know (ldhunt@astound.net).

And finally, a big thank you to our President Judy Schwartz 
for bringing in new people who live east of the hills or have 
interests there – new field trip leaders and a new rare plant 
chair, for example, as well as a planned bioblitz at Spring-
town next year (watch our website and the Bay Leaf for more 
details).

Lesley Hunt, Outreach Chair

HOW TO STAY IN TOUCH
Lillian provides information to the public at the Butterfly Festival at Coyote Hills in June (photo by Lesley Hunt).

 Is this the first Bay Leaf you have received in a while? Or 
do you wonder how we communicate? Read on: 

1. The Bay Leaf, which is the chapter newsletter, goes 
out to all members for whom we have email ad-
dresses via a link in an email from the chapter. The 
December issue also is sent in hard-copy format via 
US Postal Service. If you don’t think you are receiv-
ing those emailed links please send email to ebcnps-

membership@ebcnps.org with Bay Leaf in the subject 
line and we will sort it out.  

2. EBCNPS News List: Members are not automatically 
added to this list, as a result of the robust CNPS 
privacy policy. Please sign yourself up at https://
groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/ebcnps or send 
an email to ebcnps-membership@ebcnps.org with 
“EBCNPS News List” in the subject line. 

3. Our Meetup ( https://www.meetup.com/ebcnps/) 
group is called California Native Plant Society- East 
Bay Chapter

4. Facebook: The chapter’s Native Here Nursery and 
the state organization both have pages.

5. And of course, please visit our new and improved 
websites: ebcnps.org and nativeherenursery.org

Sally de Becker
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POINT ISABEL IN NOVEMBER
We’ve been spicing things up at Pt. Isabel these last few weeks 
especially since the revegetation work is on hiatus until the 
rains come.

Our biggest effort has been the ongoing removal of Algerian 
lavender (Limonium ramosissimum aka LIRA) and Russian 
thistle (Salsola soda). We took on this task to help spread the 
range of the California sea lavender (Limonium californicum), 
coastal gumweed (Grindelia stricta), pickleweed (Salicornia 
pacifica), marsh jaumea (Jaumea carnosa), alkali heath (Frankenia 
salina), salt grass (Distichlis spicata) and all the other California 
native wetland plants found in Hoffman Marsh, Stege Marsh, 
the South Shore of Point Isabel, and Marina Bay. We also 
undertake this work to prevent any further herbicide spray-
ing for LIRA to control that highly invasive plant. Effective 
November 12, we have removed 90 large garbage bags of 
flowering/seeding and newly emerging LIRA, sixteen bags 
of Salsola soda, and thirteen bags of trash. 

At our one official work party at Point Isabel in November, 
volunteers also removed mallow, fennel, and pepper weed. 
They spread mulch along the trail edge, irrigated the new-

est plants, and picked up trash. The rewards were close-up 
sightings of a cooper’s hawk, bushtits, a hummingbird, and 
views out in Hoffman marsh of green-winged teal. 

In late October there was a three acre fire just beyond our 
revegetation site at Point Isabel. The burn area extended to 
the Bay Trail near the 51st Street entrance. On the bright side, 
a lot of pampas grass and other non-native vegetation was 
destroyed. We spotted a flock of geese pecking away in the 
burn area. It will be interesting to see what emerges there. At 
some point we may head over there to remove the ice plant 
that is about all that survived the fire.

Special thanks this month to new volunteers Phoebe, Julia, 
and Randy for their fantastic work removing Salsola soda. 
The areas they cleared look great and you can hear the native 
wetland plants breathing a sigh of relief. Thanks to the EBRPD 
crew and to the City of Richmond Police Department and 
Hugo Mendoza from the Richmond Abatement Department 
for their support for this work.
Awaiting the rains…

Jane and Tom Kelly

The November 2 Crew (photo by Jane Kelly).
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POINT ISABEL PHOTOS (CONT.)

Above Gudrun, Phoebe, Julia and Salsola soda; below Ian, Jean, Juri and Salsola soda (photos by Jane Kelly).
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CONSERVATION IN 2019
Chapter volunteers speak up for conserving native plant 
diversity across our two-county region; 2020 shaping up to 
be the same.

By Jim Hanson, Conservation Committee Chair

It has been a busy year for the East Bay CNPS Conservation 
Committee. Below are highlights of issues that the Conser-
vation Committee tackled this year thanks to Committee 
volunteers, the donors to the Chapter’s Conservation Fund, 
and to each of you who wrote to your legislator and City 
Council members to petition them to do the right thing on 
these important conservation issues.

Improvements to Coyote Hills Park Land Use Plan
  
The Conservation Committee submitted CEQA comments 
on the Coyote Hills Park expansion. The plan incorporates 
the Patterson Ranch acquisition, land purchased by the Park 
District after years of organizing by the Citizens to Complete 
the Refuge. Our comments again stressed the need to use 
comprehensive, well-timed botanical surveys to plan the 
location of development in the park.

Following a subsequent public hearing on the park plan, 
several East Bay Regional Parks Board members requested 
staff to insert language into the Draft Environmental Impact 
Report stipulating that existing native grasses be avoided or 
salvaged during the restoration of the “northern natural area,” 
site of a historic willow community and upland grasslands.  
EBCNPS  committee members will continue to monitor the 
project and meet with Parks Planning Department staff 
about using locally-indigenous native plants for upcoming 
restoration work. 

Chapter helps get TESLA Park bill passed by state legisla-
tors…. 

Because of legislative work by  Assemblymember Rebecca 
Bauer-Kahan (D-San Ramon) and  Senator Glazer (D-Orinda), 

as well as support from the entire Bay Area state legislative 
delegation, a bill (AB 1086)  to enable the TESLA property 
to be purchased for use as a park passed all legislative com-
mittees and the state assembly and senate. State Parks, the 
landowner, intends to develop it as an off-road vehicle site. 
[pic2 cap2]

Conservation Committee member Beth Wurzburg traveled to 
Sacramento several times to speak in support of the TESLA 
bill (EBCNPS is a member of Friends of TESLA Park). Many 
of you responded to our conservation alerts to contact state 
representatives. The CNPS Conservation Program also sent 
an alert to CNPS chapters statewide to petition the governor 
to sign the bill. 

…but Governor Newsom vetoed it.

In his veto letter, Newsom said that there is no evidence 
that State Parks was mismanaging the adjoining Carnegie 
Off-Road Vehicle property. He also stated that the TESLA 
land was purchased by State Parks for the benefit of all of 
the people of California and it should remain a state park 
(note: unfortunately, off-road vehicle parks are little used, 
or unsafe, to hikers, equestrians, campers,  and family day 
users, the majority of park users in California).

It’s evident that awareness needs to be raised among poli-
cymakers that the OHMVR Division Plan to open Tesla to 
damaging OHV recreation undercuts the preservation objec-
tives of our State Parks, the Natural Resources Agency, and 
the Administration. FOTP also will continue to pursue a legal 
challenge on the inadequacy of the State Park’s Environmental 
Impact Report to convert TESLA to an off-road vehicle park. 

FOTP notes, “OHV recreation can be located elsewhere where 

View from hilltop at Coyote Hills Park looking east to 
the Patterson Ranch addition. Photo by Judy Schwartz.

TESLA’s Mitchell Ravine. Photo courtesy of Friends of 
TESLA Park.
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CONSERVATION IN 2019 (CONT.)

its damaging impacts don’t matter. Tesla’s exceptional and ir-
replaceable natural and cultural resources cannot be moved.” 

Chapter weighs in on “fuel break best practices” on 19 mile 
Lafayette to Berkeley project

Governor Newsom awarded funds to the Moraga-Orinda Fire 
Department (MOFD) this spring for a vegetation fuel reduc-
tion project on over 1,000 acres of natural lands stretching 
from Lafayette to  Berkeley’s Tilden Park Inspiration Trail. 
The project had to be completed by year’s end. 

The Governor waived CEQA environmental review on this 
and other projects across the state. However, EBCNPS, the 
Sierra Club, and Golden Gate Audubon and the Fire Depart-
ment officials and their environmental consultants agreed that 
it was desirable to meet. During two pre-project meetings 
EB CNPS advocated for vegetation treatment practices that 
would not damage the diverse oak woodland, shrub, and 
grassland plant communities subject to the project. 

Several scientific studies and observations reveal that when 
the low, intact native herbaceous layer is subject to overly-
severe fuels reduction work, easy-to-ignite, often dense 
annual weeds follow. During a Sunday morning field trip 
to view current fuel break work by the East Bay Regional 
Park District, Conservation Committee members observed 
that moderate vegetation fuel reduction could be achieved 
by limbing up oaks and retaining a low green understory of 
native grass, sub-shrub, and forb cover. 

The Chapter Conservation program has been involved in 
policy-making for smart vegetation management of our natu-
ral areas nearly three decades. Now that this year’s project is 
complete, we look forward to working collaboratively with 
MOFD, EB Regional Parks, and other agencies so that the Bay 
Area develops wildfire risk reduction practices that also help 
sustain and enhance native biodiversity.

Carnegie State Off-Road Vehicle Park on Corral Hollow Rd. south of Livermore. State Park OHV Division wants 
to expand off-road vehicles onto the adjoining TESLA property. Photo courtesy of Friends of TESLA Park.

EBRPD fuel 
break; 
native herba-
ceous layer 
reta ined – 
photo by Jim 
Hanson.
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CONSERVATION IN 2019 (CONT.)

State CNPS adds Chapter comments to Calfire’s Vegetation 
Management Plan 

While the MOFD fuel break program was underway, the State 
wildfire agency, Calfire, released a Programmatic Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIR) for a statewide vegetation fuels 
reduction program that would affect over 20 million acres 
of natural lands across California. The CNPS Conservation 
Program included EBCNPS’s comments to safeguard the 
herbaceous layer during fuel reduction projects as part of 
their comment letter to Calfire EIR.

Chapter and Richmond residents push for a more sensible 
plan for Point Molate

EBCNPS has long championed the environmental richness of 
the 270 acres of Point Molate shoreline and uplands deeded to 
the City of Richmond after the Navy decommissioned the site 
as a WWII fuel depot for the Pacific fleet. The south watershed 
supports many native coastal plant communities -  coastal 
scrub and native grasslands starting at the ridgeline, willow 
drainages below, a rare coastal strand beach, and some of the 
Bay’s most important eelgrass beds just offshore.

City Council members, including the current Mayor, Tom 
Butt, voted several years ago to reject a Chevron offer of $80 
million to the City of Richmond that would also dedicate the 
property as a regional park. Instead, the Council proceeded 
to negotiate a deal with Berkeley developer Jim Levine and 

the Ukiah Guideville Pomo tribe to construct a massive Las-
Vegas-sized casino at Point Molate. In April 2011, after a 
newly-elected City Council discontinued consideration of the 
casino proposal, Jim Levine sued Richmond for hundreds of 
millions of dollars. In April, 2018 Mayor Butt gained enough 
Council votes in closed session to enter into a settlement 
agreement with Levine to allow a minimum of over 600+ 
housing units at Point Molate.

Under the Brown Open Government Act land use entitle-
ments cannot approved in closed session. Even though the 
City’s settlement agreement is under litigation, a new City 
Council majority is proceeding with development nego-
tiations with a southern California developer, SunCal. This 
year’s “Notice of Preparation” (NOP) for a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report now mentions building up to 
2200 units, including into a new area of the hillside never put 
before the public. 

EBCNPS submitted comments and testified at the City’s 
public meeting on the “NOP” noting that there are significant 
changes from the original Environmental Impact Report, and 
therefore a new EIR is needed. 

Last  year EBCNPS also endorsed the “Community Plan” 
developed by residents and environmental groups to create a 
regional park in Point Molate’s south watershed, concentrate 
development in the north Winehaven historic district, and 
construct housing in the City’s under-developed downtown. 
Building hundreds of condos here raises concerns about 
limited evacuation routes. Also, a recent financial report con-
cludes that building luxury condos at Point Molate will not 
return sufficient property taxes to cover the cost of extending 
city services to this remote site. 

Developer and City Council plans for Point Molate are like 
fitting a square peg into a round hole. Recently, County 
Supervisor John Gioia suggested paying off Levine and the 
Guideville Tribe to withdraw their claims against the City. 
Then everything outside of the Winehaven village site would 
be deeded to the East Bay Regional Parks District for a shore-
line park (see “The Clock is Ticking at Point Molate,” Janis 
Hashe, East Bay Express, Nov. 13-19, 2019). 

Just as with the defeat of the massive casino deal, community 
and political will can help achieve a better plan for Pt. Molate. 
Also, several elected seats that will affect what happens here 
will be open in the coming years, including City Council po-
sitions and the East Bay Parks Ward 1 Board seat following 
the retirement announcement of long-time Board member 
Whitney Dotson. 

Potential purchase of huge “N-3 Ranch” – speaking for wa-
tershed protection before Alameda County Water District 

Earlier this year the owners of the N-3 Ranch, a 51,000 acre 
ranch south of Livermore, announced plans to sell the prop-

“Community Plan” by Point Molate Alliance conserves 
south valley for outdoor activities and recreation; 
Winehaven to north developed commercially.
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CONSERVATION IN 2019 (CONT.)

erty. The N-3 property is upstream of water sources that the 
Alameda County Water District uses to obtain water - Lake 
Del Valle, the Calaveras Reservoir, and the greater Alameda 
Creek watershed. 

The property is offered at $72 million. The District has a 
healthy balance sheet, and water districts can buy land for 
purposes of water storage, watershed protection, and en-
vironmental mitigation. At their October 17 meeting, staff 
and board members discussed the benefits of purchasing 
the property and potential financing strategies. EBCNPS at-
tended the Board meeting in Fremont and encouraged board 
members to begin negotiations to purchase the property for 
watershed protection. Several people spoke eloquently about 
the natural beauty of the area.

Oak protections at Mountain View Cemetery project 

The Oakland Planning Commission approved a project 
in 2016 to expand sites for burials at the  Mountain View 
Cemetery (MVC). Assisted by pro-bono attorney Martin 
Bern of Munger, Tolles, and Olson, LLP, the Chapter and 
MVC agreed that an independent arborist would be hired 
to review oak protections as the project progressed. During 
2019, an independent arborist regularly reviewed and made 

recommendations to improve oak protections while active 
construction work was taking place.

Portion of 51,000 acre N-3 Ranch south of Livermore – photo courtesy of California Outdoor Properties.

Temporary chain link fencing protects mature Califor-
nia Live Oak during Mountain View Cemetery expan-
sion work – photo by Judy Schwartz.
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CONSERVATION IN 2019 (CONT.)

Bay shoreline “executive” housing development in Newark 
opposed
The Chapter signed on with twelve other environmental or-
ganizations to oppose building a major housing subdivision 
on the bay shoreline . 

The area has been identified by the recently-released San 
Francisco Bay Shoreline Adaptation Atlas as a rare natural 
buffer between the Bay and developed communities. The area 
offers upland restoration opportunities to increase the region’s 
climate resilience and serve as a refuge for threatened and 
endangered species under sea level rise. The project requires 
1.67 million cubic yards of fill – 100,000 dump truck loads - to 
raise the shoreline site for housing development. [pic8 cap8]

On November 15, 2019 the Mercury News headline read: 
“Newark City Council approves 469 homes on edge of wet-
lands despite environmentalist concerns.” Jana Sokale, New-
ark resident and long-time leader with the Citizens Committee 
to Complete the Refuge, shared the following statement: “We 
have fought for over 30 years to protect these valuable baylands, 
and that does not stop today.”

Rare coastal prairie is site of U.C. Field Station construction 

The U.C. Regents approved a long-range development plan 
and environmental impact report (EIR) in 2014 to build a 
global campus in the U.C. Field Station located on  Bay High-
way 580 in Richmond. The EIR states that the site is “the only 

Newark shoreline site for planned 469 “executive” 
housing subdivision.

Below: Construction extends into the big prairie at U.C. Field Station in Richmond – photo by Jim Hanson.
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CONSERVATION IN 2019 (CONT.)

Coastal Terrace Prairie in lowland clay soils in the greater East 
Bay Area”, and mitigation measures for any loss of coastal 
prairie were included. 
For several years CNPS and the California Native Grasslands 
Association have met with University personnel to advo-
cate for a minimum level of prairie maintenance. Extensive 
stands of Harding grass (Phalaris aquatica) have invaded the 
low-statured California oatgrass (Danthonia californica) and 
purple needlegrass (Stipa pulchra) prairie.

Construction for an expanded library storage facility began 
this year and extends onto a portion of the “Big Meadow.” 
University consultants estimate that two thousand square 
feet of historic coastal prairie will be lost. EBCNPS is meeting 
with U.C. staff ensuring a basic level of prairie management in 
addition to discussing mitigation for rare coastal prairie loss.

Committee meets on open space priorities for eastern Al-
ameda County

The Altamont Landfill Open Space Committee, composed of 
representatives from Alameda County, the City of Livermore, 
the City of Pleasanton, and the Sierra Club, is organized to 
advise the County on open space purchases from a County 
landfill fee.  

EBCNPS attended the Committee’s meeting in Dublin this 
summer to hear about plans to map and prioritize open 
space land priorities in eastern Alameda County, an area of 
rich botanical diversity. Thanks to the dedicated plant sur-
vey work of Dianne Lake, Barbara Ertter, Lech Naumovich, 
and the Chapter’s valuable resource document, “Botanical 
Priority Protection Areas of the East Bay” by Heath Bartosh, 
Lech Naumovich, Laura Baker (2010), significant rare plant 
information has been compiled for Alameda and Contra Costa 
Counties. We aim to provide native plant diversity informa-
tion to assist in the Committee’s open space planning efforts.  

Expanded uses of narrow trails in the Regional Parks?

Last November, EBCNPS and other organizations commented 
on the District staff’s proposal to expand uses of narrow trails 
in the new Sibley-McCosker park plan. 

Under the Park District’s Ordinance 38 all trails under 8’ wide 
are limited to walking and equestrian use unless specifically 
approved otherwise by the EBRPD Board of Directors. The 
Sibley-McCosker plan recommended a “multi-use” designa-
tion that would also allow mountain biking on some new 
narrow trails. Responding to audience concerns, the Board 
accepted the park plan but withheld a decision on trail uses 
until a later date. 

Partly in response to these concerns the Park Board conducted 
a public trails workshop in November as a way for the Board 
and the public to review and discuss any proposed policy 
changes to existing Park District trails uses, especially for 
narrow trails. 

Narrow trails may have blind corners, steep grades, narrow 
trail width, and concerns for environmental impacts, trail user 
safety, and the trail user experience. Wider fire roads within 
the Park District are already approved for multiple uses, in-
cluding walking, equestrians, walkers with dogs, mountain 
biking, and runners and occupy most of District trail miles. 
Discussions on this important topic will continue in 2020. A 
previous District study indicates that over 91% of park trail 
users walk and hike. 

EBCNPS comments to Oakland’s Vegetation Management 
Plan 

The City of Oakland recently released a Vegetation Manage-
ment Plan to guide vegetation fuel reduction on Oakland pub-
lic lands. The next step is preparation of an EIR on the Plan. 

Grasslands represent a vegetation type in Oakland’s public 
parklands. Several years ago EBCNPS met with Fire Depart-
ment Fire Prevention staff and the representatives from the 
City’s goat grazing company at Knowland Park to discuss 
simple practices to maintain rare plants and sensitive native 
grassland communities. Measures include temporarily fenc-
ing off rock outcrops with rare plants and leaving some level 
of vegetation cover by monitoring grazing duration time. 
These practices been implemented successfully for several 
years and shared with the Vegetation Plan program. EBC-
NPS will also be commenting on the EIR for the Vegetation 
Management Plan when it is released.

Section of Sobrante Ridge Preserve trail – The EBRPD 
Park Board designates this and other similar trails as 
appropriate for walking and equestrian use. Photo by 
Jim Hanson.
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CONSERVATION IN 2019 (CONT.)

SKYLINE GARDENS
The days shorten, but they are still warm. The nights cool 
down, and the dew becomes heavy. Some leaves fall in the 
crinkled woods, but this is not the fall of other lands. These 
are the final days of the California year, filled with the bit-
tersweet of endings and the promise of renewal. Seeds lie 
waiting, ready to sprout, and eyes turn towards the sky. Our 
thoughts turn to green in these final dry days, as we wait, 
and wait, for rain. And while we wait, we prepare: weeding, 
seeding, caging of young Live Oaks, and much more.

In December and January we will have outings twice a week 
for 3 1/2 hours: Sundays at 9:30 am and Wednesday after-
noons at 2 pm. This project qualifies for community service 
hours. Bring: water, snack, hat, gloves, boots, long pants and 
shirts -- Tools will be provided. Please let us know if you can 
make it at skylinegardens@ebcnps.org. 

Y o u  c a n  c h e c k  o u t  p a s t  S k y l i n e  R e p o r t s  o n     
 https://www.skylinegardens.org/skyline-reports-1.

Our emphasis has always been on teaching others how to 
learn about their surroundings and nurture the land back to 
health. We are all so proud to be able to show off the wonder 
of the Skyline Gardens and to celebrate our efforts. Check out 
this link for TV coverage: 
https://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2018/03/08/skyline-
garden-project-restores-native-plants-to-east-bay-trail/ 

 
The Skyline Trail section of the Berkeley–Oakland Hills, 
between Tilden’s Steam Trains and the Caldecott Tunnel 
(Highway 24), is one of the East Bays great but little known, 
botanical hot spots. Actually the trail is a series of jewel-box 
native gardens, hence the name Skyline Gardens. East Bay 
CNPS is now sponsoring a thorough botanical survey of 
the area and restoration/invasive plant removals. This is an 
ongoing, multi-year project. 

So far, 283 native species have been identified in the mile-
and-a-half corridor. (List pdf available on request.) Because 
of the high density of native plants, it is a great place to 
botanize, learn, and observe – not only species, but how 
they behave and associate in plant communities. We will 
learn natives not only as flowers, but also as seedlings, 
plants, seed heads, and at rest. We will learn them in com-
munity – who they grow with, and how they disperse 
and interact. We will learn the botanical seasons in detail. 

 
As a result of invasive removal in the area, natives are 
regenerating in amazing numbers. Plants not catalogued 
in 80 years are popping up. And, yes, invasive plants 
such as thistles, hemlock, euphorbia and weedy grasses 
are also eagerly trying to establish themselves (Nature 
loves a vacuum). The restoration work involves remov-
ing invasives before they go to seed, and letting the na-
tives gradually reoccupy liberated space through natural 
dispersal. This is sometimes called the Bradley method. 

 
Each outing combines botany and restoration. For the first 
part, we botanize and observe, learning together. Then we 
will pick up tools for restoration/weeding for two hours, 
having gained a clearer view of who we are protecting. The 
project is open to anyone with a strong interest and commit-
ment, regardless of background. Naturalist Glen Schneider, 
the project leader, is an East Bay native. He grew up in a 
local nursery family and has been a native plant garden 
landscape designer/builder for over 40 years. His own gar-
den in Berkeley is on the Bringing Back the Natives Garden 
Tour every year.
As with any outdoor activity there are inherent risks in 
participating. By attending the event you agree that you are 
100% responsible for your own safety, health and well-being.

We’ll continue to speak up for conservation of local native 
plant diversity in 2020 and invite your help at any point 
along the way. 

Left: Extended goat grazing in Oakland’s Knowland Park in 2013 resulted in bare mineral soil in 2013. Middle 
and right: In 2014, slightly reduced grazing duration times retained native perennial grasses and some 
vegetation cover for winter erosion control. Photos by Jim Hanson.
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Here is a list of projects associ-
ated with the Chapter. We give 
website and contact informa-
tion when available:

Albany Hill 
www.tendancienthill.org 
Margot Cunningham, leader 
tashorehill@gmail.com

Garber Park Stewards 
garberparkstewards@gmail.
com

Huckleberry Botanic Regional 
Preserve 
Janet Gawthrop, leader 
janetgawthrop47@gmail.com

John Muir NHS (Martinez) 
Elaine Jackson, leader 
925-372-0687 
elainejx@att.net

Marsh Creek 
Heath Bartosh, leader 
925-957-0069 
hbartosh@nomadecology.com

Point Isabel 
El Cerrito Recycling Center 
Tom and Jane Kelly, leaders 
510-684-6484 (c) 
kyotousa@sbcglobal.net

McLaughlin Eastshore State 
Park (Berkeley) 
John Kenny, leader 
johnkenny54@yahoo.com

Sibley Regional Park 
Janet Gawthrop, leader  
janetgawthrop47@gmail.com

Skyline Gardens 
Glen Schneider, leader 
www.skylinegardens.org

Stinkwort (Dittrichia
graveolens) removal 
Barbara Leitner, leader

Walnut Creek Open Space 
Lesley Hunt, leader
ldhunt@astound,net

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS
The Hetherington Loop field trip will start at 10 am on 
Dec. 25  from the end of Regency Street in Clayton, where 
the town meets the border of Mt. Diablo State Park. Gregg 
Weber will lead. This sometimes muddy walk usually ends 
up being a half-day walk with relatively little elevation gain 
(maybe a couple hundred feet), and is a great trip to practice 
ID of manzanitas, deciduous trees, and maybe some late 
or early ferns. From the intersection of Ygnacio Valley and 
Clayton roads, turn right onto Clayton and keep following 
it until it changes its name to Marsh Creek Road.  Ignore the 
turnoff at the traffic light that’s signed “Marsh Creek Road”, 
and keep driving straight (mostly south) on the same road. At 
the intersection of Marsh Creek Road and Regency, turn right 
onto Regency and follow it to the dead end at the park bound-
ary. Street parking is unrestricted.  We will follow Donner 
Canyon Road to the Hetherington Loop, where we may find 
any combination of 3 manzanita species in early bloom, and 
sometimes chaparral currant flowers. Gregg Weber will lead.

Saturday, January 4, 2020, 2:00 pm, field trip to Huddart 
County Park to see fetid adder’s tongue in Huddart County 
Park, 1100 Kings Mountain Road, Woodside (San Mateo 
County) California. Meet in the parking lot just past the pay 
station. David Margolies (510-393-1858 cell, divaricatum@
gmail.com) will lead a hike on the Crystal Springs Trail 
where fetid adder’s tongue (Scoliopus bigelovii, Liliaceae) 
usually blooms in early January. (In most locations outside 
botanical gardens it blooms in late January or early February. 
We have seen it here most every year except 2013 and 2016.) 
This is a gentle trail, losing about 200 feet over about 1/2 mile 
to the creek. We will walk to the creek and then return the 
same way. It is unlikely that there will be any other flowers 
out this early, but the fetid adder’s tongue’s presence tells 
us that the new flower season has started. (Other plants out 
of flower will also be identified.) The area is second growth 
redwood and mixed evergreen forest.

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BOTANISTS MEETING
The Northern California Botanists Symposium – “The 
Diversity of Northern California Botany: Challenges 
and Opportunities”, will be held on January 13–14, 2020 
at Bell Memorial Union on the Chico State campus.  

Session topics will provide updates and new perspectives 
on species boundaries, fire in managed landscapes, restora-
tion, pollination, new botanical discoveries, and plant biotic 
interactions, emphasizing the northern part of California.  

President of the Northern California Botanists, Linnea Hanson, 
retired from the US Forest Service, Plumas National Forest, will 
open the event, which will feature more than 30 presenters in all. 

The keynote speaker, Eric Knapp, of the U.S. Forest Service, 
will present a talk on “Fire trends, causes, and consequences 
for the native plants we love” .

Two post-conference workshops are scheduled for Wednesday, 
January 15. Located on the Chico State campus, the workshops 
will focus on 1) NEPA and its applications; and 2) Big Chico 
Ecological Reserve, which includes an afternoon field portion. 

To register or for more information please visit the 
Northern California Botanists Symposium website 
at www.norcalbotanists.org – or call Gail Kuenster 
at (530) 570-5196. Students in botany can apply for 
a stipend to help defray the cost of the Symposium. 

About Northern California Botanists: Northern California 
Botanists is dedicated to establishing a forum for botanical 
issues in Northern California among professional botanists, 
students, all and those with interest in the field.
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Committees are 
formed based on 
chapter needs and 
the interests of vol-
unteers. Proposals 
for committees and 
projects are wel-
come 
and will be consid-
ered by the Board.

Officers
President
Judy Schwartz
president@ebcnps.org

Vice President
Sally de Becker
vice-president@ebc-
nps.org

Corresponding Secre-
tary
Clara Gerdes
corresponding-secre-
tary@ebcnps.org

Recording Secretary
Robin Mitchell 
recording-secretary@
ebcnps.org

Treasurer
David Margolies
510-654-0283
treasurer@ebcnps.com

Committees
Bay Leaf Newsletter
Joe Willingham, editor
510-705-1798
bayleaf@ebcnps.org

CNPS State Chapter 
Council delegate 
Beth Wurzburg

Conservation
Jim Hanson, Chair
jimhmail@sonic.net

Field Trips
Janet Gawthrop, Chair
janetgawthrop47@
gmail.com

Funds Development
Delia Taylor, Chair
510-527-3912
funds-development-
chair@ebcnps.org

Membership
Melissa Williams, Chair 
ebcnps-membership@
ebcnps.org

Native Here Nursery
Lesley Hunt, Chair
ldhunt@astound.net

Outreach
Lesley Hunt, Chair
ldhunt@astound.net

Programs (Lecture 
Series)
programs@ebcnps.org

Publicity
Vacant

Rare Plants
Cynthia Adkisson 
rare-plant-chair@ebc-
nps.org

Unusual Plants
Dianne Lake, Chair
510-691-1428
diannelake@yahoo.com

Vegetation
Megan Keever, Co-Chair
megan@stillwatersci.
com

Nicole Jurjavcic
Co-Chair
nicole@stillwatersci.
com

Webmaster
Joe Willingham 
Co-Chair
510-705-1798
webmaster@ebcnps.
org

John Kenny, Co-Chair
webmaster2@ebcnps.
org

California Native 
Plant Society
East Bay Chapter 
PO Box 5597
Elmwood Station
Berkeley CA 94705
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